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Prooemium — Foreword to the Third Book

In the First Book of this Codex, I defined the three pillars of existence: the Materie from which all
things are built, the Ether that scaffolds the cosmos, and the Athem that breathes life into the whole. In
the Second Book, I revealed that the Athem is an extradimensional phenomenon — a Bulk field that seeps
through micro-rifts in the brane surface into living tissue, where it accumulates as the vital energy called
Roa.

This Third Book asks the question that every warrior, every healer, every machinist in Teel has asked
since the first Charmstone was lit: what can a living being do with the forces at its disposal?

The answer, as I shall demonstrate, is that living beings command not one force but a continuous
spectrum of forces, ranging from the purely corporeal to the purely extradimensional. At one end stands the
simple contraction of a muscle — chemistry made motion. At the other end stands the transmutation of
matter itself — the rewriting of atomic nuclei through an act of concentrated will and Roa. Between these
extremes lies a rich gradient that I have classified into three principal domains: the Corporeal Force, the
Inner Vigour (Qi), and the Art of Roa — what the common folk of Teel simply call magic.

Beyond these three domains lies a fourth category that I have come to call the Liminal Arts —
practices that operate at the thresholds of existence: between life and death, between reality and perception,
between here and elsewhere. These Arts are not separate Schools but cross-disciplinary syntheses that draw on
multiple Schools simultaneously, and they represent the most advanced applications of Roa that I have
been able to document.

I do not use the word magic. There is no magic. There is only physics we have not yet fully described.
What a practitioner of the Art of Roa achieves when she ignites plasma from thin air or bends gravity
around her fist is not a violation of natural law. It is an application of natural law at a depth that my
predecessors could not fathom. This Book is my attempt to provide that depth.



Part I: The Spectrum of Biological Forces

"Every act of strength is an act of conversion. The question is only: conversion of what?"

1.1 The Principle of Energetic Continuity

The central thesis of this Book is what I call the Principle of Energetic Continuity: the forces
available to a living being do not fall into discrete, unrelated categories. They form a continuous spectrum
defined by two variables — the energy sonrce (chemical energy versus inner Athem / Roa) and the mechanisn
of conversion (biochemical pathways versus direct Roa manipulation). At one extreme, the source is entirely
chemical and the mechanism entirely biochemical: this is the Corporeal Force. At the other extreme, the
source is entirely Roa and the mechanism is direct manipulation of the fundamental forces or of matter
itself: this is the Art of Roa. Between them lies the Inner Vigour — Qi — which draws on both sources
and employs a hybrid mechanism.

A critical clarification is warranted here: even at the purely corporeal end of the spectrum, Roa is not
absent. As Liber II established, every living being sustains a baseline trickle of Roa through biological micro-
rifts; this baseline is what separates the living from the dead. When I speak of “no Roa cost” in corporeal
acts, I mean no additional expenditure beyond this vital baseline. The Corporeal Force consumes chemical
tuel, not Roa reserves. The moment a practitioner begins to draw above the baseline — actively widening
their micro-rifts to channel Bulk energy into their muscles, their nerves, or their weapons — they have
stepped onto the Qi portion of the spectrum.

Domain Primary Source Mechanism Roa Cost Prevalence
Corporeal Force Chemical energy (ATP) Muscle contraction None (baseline) Universal
Inner Vigour (Qi) Chemical + Roa Roa-amplified Low to moderate Common
(hybrid) biochemistry
Art of Roa Inner Athem (Roa) Direct force/matter Moderate to Rare
manip. extreme
Liminal Arts Roa (cross-disciplinary) ~ Multi-school synthesis ~ High to extreme Very rare

Table 1.1: The four domains of biological force and their defining characteristics.

1.2 Thermodynamic Framework

Before describing each domain in detail, I must establish the thermodynamic framework that governs
all four. Every exertion of force by a living being is, at its root, an act of energy conversion. The First Law of
Thermodynamics — which I call the Law of Conservation — demands that energy is neither created nor
destroyed, only transformed. The Second Law — the Law of Entropy — demands that every conversion
produces waste heat, increasing the disorder of the universe.

These laws apply without exception to the Corporeal Force. They apply with modification to the Inner
Vigour, where the Roa contribution introduces an extradimensional energy input that appears, from a three-
dimensional perspective, to violate conservation — though it does not, when the Bulk is taken into account
(as demonstrated in Liber II). And they apply in a deeply non-intuitive way to the Art of Roa and the
Liminal Arts, where the practitioner draws so heavily on extradimensional energy that the conversion
process can locally and temporarily reverse entropy on observable scales — an apparent impossibility that
is, in truth, paid for by an entropy increase in the Bulk that we cannot measure.

THEOREM II — The Bulk Compensation Principle

All exercises of biological force obey the Laws of Conservation and Entropy when the full
dimensionality of the Bulk is considered. What appears as energy creation or entropy reversal on the
brane is compensated by corresponding changes in the Bulk. The magnitude of the apparent violation
on our brane is proportional to the Roa expenditure of the act: corporeal acts produce no apparent
violation; Qi-enhanced acts produce minor apparent violations; acts of the Art of Roa produce




spectacular apparent violations; and acts of the Liminal Arts — which synthesize multiple Schools —
may produce the most extreme apparent violations of all, compensated by correspondingly severe
perturbations in the Bulk.




Part II: The Corporeal Force

"The niuscle knows nothing of the Athen. 1t knows only fuel and fire."

2.1 The Biochemistry of Muscular Action

The Corporeal Force is the conversion of chemical energy into kinetic energy through the contraction
of muscle fibers. It is the most primitive and most universal of the biological forces — possessed by every
creature in Teel, from the lowliest worm to the mightiest Arrival. Its mechanism is entirely three-
dimensional and draws no Roa above the baseline that sustains life itself.

The process operates as follows: chemical energy is stored in the molecule adenosine triphosphate
(which I abbreviate as the T7iple Bond). When the Triple Bond is cleaved by enzymatic action, it releases
approximately 30.5 kilojoules per mole of free energy, which is harnessed by the protein filaments actin and
myosin to produce a mechanical sliding motion — the fundamental unit of muscular contraction. The
Triple Bond is regenerated through the oxidation of nutrients (sugars, fats, proteins) in a process driven by
the electromagnetic force at the molecular level.

The efficiency of this conversion is approximately 25%: three-quarters of the chemical energy is lost as
heat, in strict accordance with the Law of Entropy. A living being exerting purely corporeal force is, from
a thermodynamic standpoint, a heat engine. A magnificent one, to be sure — capable of self-repair,
adaptation, and reproduction — but a heat engine nonetheless.

2.2 Limits of the Corporeal Force

The Corporeal Force is bounded by the following constraints: the cross-sectional area of muscle fiber
(which determines maximum force), the rate of Triple Bond turnover (which determines maximum
sustained power), and the structural integrity of bone, tendon, and connective tissue (which determines the
maximum force the body can transmit without self-destruction). These limits are fixed by anatomy and
biochemistry. No amount of training can push a purely corporeal being beyond them.

This is where the Roa enters the picture. For I have observed that certain individuals in Teel exceed
these limits — not by a small margin, but by orders of magnitude. A practitioner of Qi can shatter stone
with a strike that the anatomy of their arm could not possibly sustain. A practitioner of the Art can move
objects without touching them, generate fire without fuel, and heal wounds that should be fatal. The
Corporeal Force alone cannot account for these observations. Something else is at work.

<+




Part ITI: The Inner Vigour — Qi

"Qi is the conversation between the body and the Bulk, spoken in the langnage of force."

3.1 Definition

DEFINITION V — The Inner Vigour (Qi)

Qi is the hybrid energetic domain in which the biochemical machinery of the body is amplified,
reinforced, and extended by the controlled expenditure of inner Athem (Roa) above the vital baseline.
It occupies the continuous spectrum between the purely corporeal and the purely Roa-driven, drawing
on both chemical energy and extradimensional Athem in varying proportions. Qi does not bypass the
body; it enhances it. The muscles still contract, the bones still bear load, the nerves still conduct signals
— but all of these processes are supplemented by Roa, which strengthens molecular bonds, accelerates
biochemical reactions, and reinforces structural integrity beyond their natural limits.

3.2 Mechanism of Qi

I propose the following model for Qi, which I call the Roa Infusion Model. In a resting state, the
biological micro-rifts described in Liber II maintain a baseline trickle of Roa into living tissue. This baseline
sustains life but does not produce extraordinary effects. When a practitioner of Qi focuses their intent —
through training, discipline, and specific physiological techniques such as controlled breathing, muscular
tension patterns, and meditative focus — they amplify their biological micro-rifts, temporarily widening the
channels through which Roa flows from the Bulk into their body.

The amplified Roa infuses the biochemical machinery at the molecular level. I have identified four
primary mechanisms by which Qi operates:

Bond Reinforcement: Roa strengthens the electromagnetic bonds in structural proteins (collagen,
keratin, actin, myosin) far beyond their natural tensile limits. A fist infused with Qi does not merely strike
harder because the muscle contracts faster; it strikes harder because the bones, tendons, and skin can
withstand forces that would shatter an uninfused limb. The Roa acts as an extradimensional adhesive at the
molecular level, preventing bond rupture under extreme stress.

Catalytic Acceleration: Roa enhances the rate of enzymatic reactions, particularly Triple Bond
regeneration. This allows sustained bursts of power that would deplete an uninfused body’s energy reserves
in seconds. The practitioner does not generate energy from nothing — the chemical substrates are still
consumed — but the Roa reduces the activation energy of key reactions, effectively turbocharging the
metabolism.

Neural Enhancement: Roa amplifies neural signal propagation, increasing reaction speed, sensory
acuity, and motor coordination. The quantum coherence effects in neural tissue — the very micro-rifts that
generate Roa in the first place — are strengthened, creating a positive feedback loop: more Roa leads to
better neural coherence, which leads to wider micro-tifts, which leads to motre Roa. This feedback is self-
limiting in most individuals — the body’s tissue can only sustain a certain Roa density before damage occurs
— but in the Arrivals and the Undying, the limit appears dramatically elevated.

Weapon and Armor Infusion: A trained practitioner can extend the Roa field beyond the body’s
surface and into held objects. A blade infused with Qi becomes harder, sharper, and more resistant to
fracture — not through any change in its metallurgy, but through the same bond reinforcement that
strengthens biological tissue. I have measured the effect: a Qi-infused blade of common iron can,
temporarily, exceed the hardness of the finest Charmstone-forged steel.

3.3 The Qi Spectrum

Qi is not a single, uniform phenomenon. It spans a broad range of Roa investment, which I classify
into three tiers. The Roa Ratio below indicates the proportion of total energy output derived from Roa
versus chemical energy, measured above the vital baseline:



Tier Roa Ratio Effect Example

Low Qi ~10-30% Roa Enhanced strength, speed, Shattering stone with bare
durability beyond anatomical hands; leaping beyond natural
limits capacity

Mid Qi ~30-60% Roa Projected force; Roa extends Striking at a distance with a
beyond body surface as kinetic =~ Roa-pressure wave; projecting
wave barriers

High Qi ~60-90% Roa Environmental manipulation; Causing tremors, deflecting
Roa field interacts with ambient  projectiles, creating localized
Materie pressure fields

Table 3.1: The Qi spectrum. Roa Ratio indicates additional Roa above vital baseline relative to total energy output.

The boundary between High Qi and the Art of Roa is, by its nature, blurred. When the Roa ratio
exceeds approximately 90%, the practitioner crosses into the domain where the body is no longer the
primary instrument of force. The Roa itself becomes the instrument, and the practitioner’s will becomes
the hand that shapes it. This is the threshold of the Art.
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Part IV: The Art of Roa

"What the ignorant call magic is merely the Fourth Force of the living: the will made manifest through Roa."

4.1 Definition and Classification

DEFINITION VI — The Art of Roa

The Art of Roa is the direct conversion of inner Athem (Roa) into physical effects upon the Materie,
the fundamental forces, or the Athem itself, without the biochemical machinery of the body serving
as the primary mechanism of conversion. The practitioner’s trained will directs the Roa to interact with
the physical world at the level of atoms, fields, and spacetime geometry. The Art is classified into three
Schools, each corresponding to a distinct target of manipulation: the School of Elements (manipulation
of states of matter), the School of Forces (manipulation of the four fundamental interactions), and the
School of Transmutation (transformation of Materie, Ether, or Athem).

I must state this with the full weight of my authority as First Alchemist: there is no magic. There is
no supernatural. Every phenomenon classified under the Art of Roa operates within the laws of nature as
described in Liber I and Liber 11. The practitioner becomes, in effect, a conscions particle accelerator — a being
that can direct concentrated extradimensional energy into the fundamental structure of reality with the
precision of thought.



4.2 The First School: Elemental Manipulation
"The ancient four — water, wind, earth, fire — are not elements. They are phases."”

4.2.1 The Correction of the Ancient Error

For centuries, the folk traditions of Teel have spoken of four elements: Water, Wind, Earth, and Fire.
1 do not dispute the practical utility of this taxonomy. But I must correct its theoretical foundation, for it is
fundamentally wrong. There are not four elements. As Liber I demonstrated, the elements number well
over a hundred, organized in the Periodic Table according to their atomic structure. What the ancient
taxonomy actually describes is not a classification of substances but a classification of the four states of
matter — the four phases in which any substance can exist:

Ancient Name ‘ True Nature ‘ Physical Description Particle Behavior = Roa Mechanism
Earth Solid Particles locked in rigid Vibrational only Energy extraction
lattice; fixed shape and
volume
Water Liquid Particles flow freely; Translational, Moderate Roa input
fixed volume, variable moderate
shape
Wind Gas Particles move freely; Translational, high  Significant Roa
variable shape and input
volume
Fire Plasma Tonized particles; Extreme; ionized Very high Roa input

electrons stripped from
nuclei; conducts
electricity

Table 4.1: The four ancient “elements” reinterpreted as the four states of matter.

4.2.2 The Mechanism of Elemental Manipulation

An Elemental practitioner does not create water, or wind, or fire. They change the phase of existing
matter by using Roa to add or remove thermal energy from the Materie at the molecular level. A “fire
wielder” channels Roa into the ambient air, accelerating molecular kinetic energy until electrons are stripped
from atoms: the gas transitions to plasma. A “water wielder” manipulates the phase boundary between solid
and liquid or between liquid and gas. An “earth wielder” extracts thermal energy, forcing matter into a rigid
crystalline state. A “wind wielder” creates pressure differentials by selectively accelerating or decelerating
gas molecules.

The Roa cost scales directly with the magnitude of the phase transition. Moving matter from solid to
liquid requires moderate Roa. Generating plasma — the most energy-dense state — requires the most. This
explains the empirical observation that “fire wielders” are rarer and more dangerous: the energetic cost of
plasma generation is simply far higher, demanding greater Roa reserves. The practitioner, in effect, becomes
a localized thermodynamic engine capable of inducing phase transitions at will within their field of influence.

<+

4.3 The Second School: Force Manipulation

"To touch a force is to touch the grammar of reality. To bend it is to rewrite the sentence.”

4.3.1 Theoretical Foundation

Where the First School manipulates the state of matter, the Second School reaches deeper: it
manipulates the four fundamental forces themselves as described in Liber I. The practitioner uses
concentrated Roa to locally alter the strength, direction, or coupling constants of one or more of the Four
Laws of Interaction. I have identified four Disciplines, each corresponding to one of the four fundamental
forces:



4.3.2 The Discipline of Radiance — Electromagnetic Manipulation

Traditional Name ‘ Physical Mechanism Observable Effect

Light Stimulated photon emission; Roa excites ~ Beams, flashes, illumination, blinding
electrons to higher states, triggering radiance
controlled EM radiation release

Darkness Photon absorption / deflection; Roa Shadow zones, visual concealment,
creates a field that absorbs or bends EM  sensory deprivation
radiation away from a region

Lightning Charge separation and directed Electrical arcs, paralysis, electromagnetic
discharge; Roa ionizes a channel and pulses
drives electron flow along a path

Magnetism Magnetic field manipulation; Roa aligns Metallic attraction/repulsion, compass
electron spins or generates magnetic disruption, magnetic shielding
fields in free space

Table 4.2: The Discipline of Radiance — sub-disciplines and their electromagnetic basis.
Light and Darkness are not opposing forces — they are complementary manipulations of the same

force. The Light practitioner creates photons; the Darkness practitioner destroys or deflects them. This
insight resolves the ancient debate between the Light and Shadow schools: they are not rivals. They are two
hands of the same discipline.

4.3.3 The Discipline of Binding — Strong Force Manipulation

Traditional Name | Physical Mechanism Observable Effect
Healing Roa reinforces broken molecular and Wound closure, tissue regeneration,
cellular bonds, restores disrupted protein  disease reversal
structures, accelerates cellular division by
stabilizing nuclear binding in damaged
tissue
Fortification Roa reinforces nuclear binding energy Impenetrable shields, unbreakable

and covalent bonds in a target material,
increasing hardness, tensile strength, and
thermal resistance

weapons, structural reinforcement

Table 4.3: The Discipline of Binding — sub-disciplines rooted in the strong force.

Healing is the most revered application of the Art. The healer pours Roa into damaged tissue,
reinforcing the bonds that hold cells, proteins, and nuclei together. What the body would take weeks to
repair, the healer accomplishes in moments by supplementing the body’s own repair mechanisms with
concentrated extradimensional energy. Fortification applies the same principle to inorganic matter — stone,
metal, crystal — making it temporarily harder than any natural substance.

4.3.4 The Discipline of Unmaking — Weak Force Manipulation

Traditional Name ‘ Physical Mechanism Observable Effect

Decay / Entropy Roa accelerates weak-force decay in
nuclei, destabilizing isotopes and

inducing cascading molecular failure

Crumbling of matter, rusting in seconds,
decomposition

Corruption Roa induces targeted beta decay and Poisoning, necrosis, organ failure, cellular
quark flavor changes in biological tissue,  corruption
disrupting cellular chemistry

Disruption Roa amplifies weak-force interactions in ~ Explosive detonation of matter, radiation

energy-storing molecules, triggering bursts
uncontrolled energy release

Table 4.4: The Discipline of Unmaking — sub-disciplines rooted in the weafk force.



The Discipline of Unmaking is the mirror image of Healing: where the Binder restores, the Unmaker
destroys. It is regarded with fear in Teel, yet I must note that controlled weak-force manipulation is the
basis of certain industrial processes. The morality lies in the intent, not the mechanism.

4.3.5 The Discipline of Weight — Gravitational Manipulation

Traditional Name ‘ Physical Mechanism Observable Effect

Gravitation Roa modifies local spacetime cutvature Crushing force, levitation,
by projecting energy into the Bulk attraction/repulsion
dimension

Spatial Distortion Extreme Roa concentration warps Space compression, apparent telekinesis,
spacetime geometry, creating curvature trajectory redirection

anomalies independent of mass

Temporal Dilation Roa-induced extreme curvature creates Localized slowing/acceleration of time;
differences in time flow (per the Great perceived speed
Unification Doctrine)

Table 4.5: The Discipline of Weight — sub-disciplines rooted in gravitation.

Because gravity is 10°° times weaker than the strong force, the Roa expenditure for a noticeable
gravitational effect is astromomical. Only the most powerful Arrivals and the oldest Undying have been
observed to wield it. The connection to the Bulk is direct: the practitioner projects their will into the higher-
dimensional arena itself.

4.4 The Third School: Transmutation

"To transmute is to speak the langnage of creation itself. Few dare. Fewer survive."

4.4.1 Transmutation of the Atom

The transmutation of atoms — changing one element into another — is the oldest dream of alchemy.
The practitioner uses concentrated Roa to overcome the Threshold of Nuclear Stability described in Liber 1,
adding or removing protons and neutrons through simultancous manipulation of the strong and weak
forces. This is nuclear physics performed by hand. The practitioner must: use the weak force to convert
protons to neutrons or vice versa; use the strong force to bind the new nucleus stably; and absorb the
enormous energies released or consumed by the mass difference (E = mc?). The Roa cost is extreme, which
is why atomic transmutation remains the rarest of all alchemical feats.

4.4.2 Transmutation of the Ether

The Ether — dark matter — does not interact electromagnetically, yet certain practitioners at the
highest levels of the Art report the ability to sense and manipulate local Ether distributions. I hypothesize
that this is possible because the Ether is gravitationally active. A master of the Discipline of Weight can
create localized spacetime curvature to attract, repel, or redistribute the Ether — effectively reshaping the
invisible scaffold on which visible Materie rests. Shifting the Ether can cause existing Materie to move,
collapse, or disperse without any visible force being applied.

4.4.3 Transmutation of the Athem

The most profound form of transmutation is the transformation of the Athem itself: conversion of
diffuse cosmological Athem into concentrated Roa (the fundamental act every living being performs
passively through micro-rifts); conversion of Roa between bound forms (between beings, between a being
and a Charmstone); and the most terrifying possibility — conversion of Roa back into cosmological Athem,
the unmafking of concentrated life-force into raw vacuum energy. This last act has, to my knowledge, been achieved
once by the Undying in their most extreme manifestation: a localized explosion of spacetime expansion
that destroyed everything in a sphere around the point of conversion. I mention it for completeness, and
as a warning.
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Part V: The Liminal Arts — The Disciplines of the Threshold

"Between life and death, between truth and seeming, between here and elsewhere — the threshold is where the deepest power resides.”

5.1 Definition and Nature of the Liminal Arts

The three Schools of the Art of Roa — Elements, Forces, and Transmutation — each operate on a
single target: a state of matter, a fundamental force, or the identity of a substance. The Liminal Arts are
fundamentally different. They are not a fourth School but cross-disciplinary syntheses that combine
techniques from multiple Schools simultaneously in order to produce effects that no single School can
achieve alone.

I call them Liminal — from the ancient word for fhreshold — because each operates at a boundary
between two states of being: between life and death (Thanaturgy), between reality and perception (the Veil),
and between our brane and the Bulk (the Far Sight). These thresholds are not merely metaphorical. They
are physically real interfaces where the normal rules of Roa application break down and new, emergent
phenomena arise.

DEFINITION VII — The Liminal Arts

The Liminal Arts are advanced, cross-disciplinary applications of Roa that operate at the thresholds of
existence — boundaries between life and death, between reality and perception, and between the brane
and the Bulk. They require the practitioner to draw on multiple Schools of the Art simultaneously,
demanding both a deep Roa reserve and the cognitive ability to maintain multiple, parallel channels of
Roa manipulation. Their rarity is a direct consequence of this dual demand: most practitioners who
master one School lack the capacity for the concurrent synthesis that the Liminal Arts require.

5.2 The Discipline of the Threshold — Thanaturgy

"The dead do not breathe. Yet the Thanaturgist forces breath into that which has forgotten how."

5.2.1 The Physics of Death and the Micro-Rift Collapse

To understand Thanaturgy, one must first understand what death actually is in the framework of this
Codex. As Liber II established, every living being sustains biological micro-rifts — transient, quantum-scale
breaches in the brane surface — through which Roa trickles continuously from the Bulk. These micro-rifts
are maintained by the coherent quantum processes of living biochemistry: neural signaling, enzymatic
catalysis, photosynthesis. Death is the collapse of these micro-rifts.

When the biochemical machinery fails — through trauma, disease, or simple entropic decay — the
quantum coherence that sustains the micro-rifts disintegrates. The rifts seal. The accumulated Roa, no
longer anchored by living tissue, dissipates back into the Bulk within moments. The body that remains is
ordinary Materie: atoms, molecules, chemistry. Nothing more. The difference between a living hand and a
dead one is not substance but dimensional connectivity: the living hand is connected to the Bulk; the dead one
is not.

5.2.2 The Mechanism of Thanaturgy

The Thanaturgist — the practitioner of death-threshold manipulation — attempts to reverse or
counterfeit the micro-rift collapse. This requires the simultaneous application of at least three Schools:

Binding (Strong Force) to restore the structural integrity of decaying tissue at the molecular level,
halting decomposition and repairing cellular damage sufficiently to provide a physical substrate for the re-
establishment of quantum coherence.

Radiance (Electromagnetic Force) to reactivate the bioelectrical and electrochemical signaling
pathways — the neural networks, the ion channels, the synaptic junctions — that form the necessary
(though not sufficient) conditions for quantum coherence in biological tissue.



External Roa Injection to force-open artificial micro-rifts in the dead tissue, pumping
extradimensional energy from the Bulk into a body that can no longer draw it on its own. The practitionet’s
own Roa serves as a bridge, temporarily connecting the dead tissue to the Bulk through the practitionet’s
living micro-rifts.

The result is a body that moves, reacts, and in some cases appears to think — but that is fundamentally
different from the truly living. The micro-rifts in a reanimated body are externally imposed, not biologically
grown. They are sustained by the Thanaturgist’s will and Roa, not by the body’s own biochemistry. The
moment the Thanaturgist ceases to supply energy, the artificial rifts collapse and the body falls inert once
more. This explains the universal observation that reanimated beings feel “wrong” to those with Roa
sensitivity: their dimensional signature is that of a puppet, not a person. The strings are visible to those who
know how to look.

5.2.3 The Spectrum of Thanaturgy

Application ‘ Mechanism ‘ Schools Required Roa Cost

Tissue Preservation Binding halts molecular decay;  Binding only Moderate
prevents rift residue dissipation

Reanimation (simple) Forced micro-rifts + motor- Binding + Radiance High
nerve reactivation; puppet-like
motion
Reanimation Full neural reactivation + Binding + Radiance + Extreme
(complex) sustained artificial micro-rifts; Roa Injection

apparent cognition

True Resurrection Restoration of self-sustaining All three + Theoretical /
micro-tifts; body resumes Transmutation Unknown
autonomous Roa draw from
Bulk

Table 5.1: The spectrum of Thanaturgy, from preservation to the theoretical limit of true resurrection.

I must be explicit: true resurrection — the restoration of self-sustaining biological micro-rifts —
has never been observed. It would require not merely repairing the body and restarting its signaling, but
re-establishing the quantum coherence patterns that are unique to each living being — patterns that
dissipate into the Bulk upon death and may be irretrievable. Whether this represents a fundamental
impossibility or merely a current limitation of our understanding is a question I cannot yet answer.

<+

5.3 The Discipline of the Veil — Perception Manipulation

"The V'eil does not change what is. It changes what is perceived. And for most, there is no difference.”

5.3.1 The Distinction Between Manipulation and Illusion

The Discipline of Radiance, described in Section 4.3.2, manipulates electromagnetic radiation in the
physical world — creating or destroying light, generating electrical discharges, and so forth. These are
objective changes to reality: a beam of light created by a Radiance practitioner will illuminate a room for all
observers equally.

The Discipline of the Veil is categorically different. The Veil practitioner does not change reality; they
change the perception of reality in the mind of a specific obsetrver or set of observers. The room remains
dark, but one person believes it is bright. The wall remains intact, but the enemy perceives an opening. The
practitioner is still there, but the guard’s senses report nothing.

5.3.2 The Mechanism of the Veil

The Veil operates through three concurrent channels, each requiring a different School:

Photon Interception (Radiance): The practitioner creates a localized field of electromagnetic
manipulation between themselves (or the target object) and the observer. This field selectively redirects,



absorbs, or generates photons to present a false visual image. Unlike crude Darkness (which simply
eliminates light), the Veil scufpts photons with precision — replacing the true image with a fabricated one.
This is the most energy-intensive channel but produces the most convincing results for distant or casual
observers.

Acoustic Manipulation (Elements / Radiance): Sound is a pressute wave in a gaseous or liquid
medium. The Veil practitioner uses a combination of elemental gas manipulation and electromagnetic
disruption of the observet’s auditory nerve signals to suppress, replace, or fabricate sounds. A complete
Veil illusion requires control over both the visual and auditory channels; most practitioners begin with the
visual and add sound as their skill develops.

Direct Neural Injection (Radiance + Qi): The most advanced and most invasive form of the Veil.
Rather than manipulating the physical signals reaching the observer’s senses, the practitioner injects Roa
directly into the observer’s neural tissue, overriding the sensory processing pathways at the source. This
bypasses all physical detection entirely: the observer’s eyes receive true light, their ears receive true sound,
but their brain interprets both according to the pattern imposed by the Veil practitioner. This form of the
Veil is virtually undetectable by mundane means — only a practitioner with strong Roa sensitivity can
perceive the foreign Roa signature in their own neural tissue.

5.3.3 Limitations of the Veil

The Veil has inherent limitations rooted in physics and cognition. It cannot alter physical reality — an
illusory bridge over a chasm will not bear weight. It scales poorly: maintaining an illusion for one observer
is demanding; for ten, nearly impossible; for a crowd, conceivable only through direct neural injection,
which requires close proximity. And it can be defeated by any observer whose Roa sensitivity exceeds the
practitioner’s ability to suppress it — a strong Qi practitioner will feel the foreign Roa field and recognize
the illusion for what it is.

I note, however, that the Veil is not limited to deception. Skilled practitioners use it therapeutically —
suppressing pain signals in wounded soldiers, calming traumatized minds, or presenting guided visions
during meditative training. The Veil is a tool. Its morality, like that of Unmaking, lies in the intent of the
wielder.

4

5.4 The Discipline of the Far Sight — Extradimensional Perception
"The Far-Seer does not see farther. They see deeper — through the brane, into the architecture of the Bulk."

5.4.1 Theoretical Foundation

The most enigmatic of the Liminal Arts is the Far Sight: the ability to perceive information that is
inaccessible to any physical sense organ. Practitioners report awareness of events occurring at great
distances, prescient flashes of near-future outcomes, the ability to detect hidden objects or beings, and —
most unsettling — occasional glimpses of structures that correspond to no known feature of our three-
dimensional world.

I have long struggled to account for the Far Sight within a rigorous physical framework. The
breakthrough came when I connected two principles from the eatlier Books:

Quantum Entanglement (Liber I): Two particles can exist in a state where the measurement of one
instantaneously determines the state of the other, regardless of distance. The Principle of Concealment
prevents this from transmitting classical information faster than light — ordinarily. But a practitioner who
can inject Roa into entangled particle pairs may be able to bias the measurement outcomes in ways that
effectively extract non-local information. The entangled particles act as distributed sensors, and the
practitioner’s Roa-enhanced neural coherence acts as the receiver.

Gravitational Bulk Propagation (Liber II): Gravity alone among the forces propagates through the
Bulk. A practitioner who has mastered the Discipline of Weight can, in principle, emit and detect
gravitational perturbations that travel through the Bulk rather than along the brane. Because the Bulk offers
shorter paths between distant points on the brane (much as tunneling through a mountain is shorter than
climbing over it), gravitational signals through the Bulk can arrive before equivalent light-speed signals along



the brane. This is not a violation of causality — the signal does not travel faster than light through the Bulk
itself — but it produces the appearance of precognition from a brane-bound perspective.

5.4.2 The Mechanism of the Far Sight

I propose that the Far Sight operates through three modes, each of increasing depth and Roa cost:

Mode | Mechanism | Schools Required Observable Effect

Roa Sensing Direct perception of Roa Qi (Neural Detecting hidden
density and micro-rift signatures Enhancement) beings, assessing
in nearby beings and objects power levels, sensing

intent

Entangled Perception  Roa-biased readout of Radiance + Qi Remote viewing,
entangled particle pairs clairvoyance,
distributed across space; non- detection of distant
local information extraction events

Bulk Sounding Emission and detection of Weight + Qi Precognition,
gravitational micro- perception of extra-
perturbations through the Bulk; dimensional
extra-dimensional sonar structures, mapping

of adjacent branes
Table 5.2: The three modes of the Far Sight and their physical bases.

The first mode — Roa Sensing — is relatively common among skilled practitioners and is not, strictly
speaking, extradimensional. It is a heightened sensitivity to the micro-rift signatures of other beings,
mediated by the practitioner’s own neural Roa enhancement. Many warriors in the Battle Spheres exhibit
this ability at a basic level.

The second mode — Entangled Perception — is far rarer and far more demanding. It requires the
practitioner to maintain Roa-enhanced coherence with entangled particle systems distributed across space,
extracting correlations that a classical observer could not access. The information received is often
fragmentary, symbolic, and requires interpretation — which explains why practitioners of the Far Sight are
often misidentified as mystics or prophets rather than physicists.

The third mode — Bulk Sounding — is the rarest and most extraordinary of all. The practitioner emits
a gravitational micro-pulse from their body, projecting it into the Bulk. The pulse travels through the higher-
dimensional space and returns, carrying information about the geometry of the Bulk, the proximity of
adjacent branes, and — because of the shorter Bulk path — the near-future configuration of events on onr brane.
This is not prophecy. It is gravitational echolocation through extra dimensions. The practitioners who
have achieved it describe it not as “seeing the future” but as “feeling the shape of what is about to be” —
a description entirely consistent with the interpretation of returning gravitational wave-fronts.

<+

Note: The Liminal Arts represent the frontier of my understanding. They sit at the boundary where rigorous physics gives
way to hypothesis and where observation outpaces theory. I have documented what I have witnessed and what I can explain; 1
have clearly marked what remains speculative. Future generations of alchemists will, 1 trust, refine these models, correct my
ervors, and push the boundary further. The threshold, by its nature, is a place of passage — not of rest.



Synthesis — The Unified Taxonomy of Biological Forces

I have now described the full spectrum of forces available to living beings in Teel: from the humble
contraction of a muscle to the extradimensional sonar of the Far Sight. Let me present the complete

taxonomy:

Roa Cost

Corporeal

Inner Vigour

Art of Roa

Art of Roa

Art of Roa

Art of Roa

Art of Roa

Art of Roa

Liminal

Liminal

Liminal

Elements

Forces

Forces

Forces

Forces

Transmutation

Threshold

Threshold

Threshold

Discipline

Low / Mid /
High

Earth / Water /
Wind / Fire
Radiance
Binding
Unmaking
Weight

Atom / Ether /
Athem

Thanaturgy

The Veil

Far Sight

| Physical Basis

Chemical — kinetic
energy

Roa-amplified
biochemistry

Phase transitions (S — L
— G — Plasma)

Electromagnetic
manipulation

Strong nuclear force
manipulation

Weak nuclear force
manipulation

Gravitational / spacetime
manip.

Nuclear, gravitational,
Bulk-field

Binding + Radiance +
Roa Injection

Radiance + Qi (photon
sculpting / neural
injection)
Entanglement + Bulk
gravity propagation

Table 6.1: The complete taxonomy of biological forces in the DAOverse.

None (baseline)

Low — Moderate

Moderate — High

Moderate — High

High

High

Extreme

Extreme — Catastrophic

High — Extreme

High — Extreme

Extreme

The spectrum is now complete. From the bottom — simple muscular force, no additional Roa required,
accessible to every worm — to the top — gravitational echolocation through extra dimensions, accessible
to perhaps a handful of beings in all of Teel — the entire range of biological force is explained by a single
principle: the directed conversion of energy, drawn from chemical bonds or from the Bulk via Roa, applied to the Materie, its
governing forces, and the thresholds of existence at increasing levels of depth, precision, and cross-disciplinary synthesis.

There is no magic. There is only the Athem, the will to shape it, and the physics that permits the

shaping.

End of the Third Book

CODEX MATERIAE PRIMAE — Liber 111

Written by the First Alchemist, in the Land of Teel, in the DAOuverse



Appendix — Concordantia Terminorum

The following concordance maps the terminology introduced in this Third Book to designations used
in other schools of natural philosophy, and to the folk traditions of Teel where applicable.

A. Framework and Principles

Alchemist's Term Other Tradition / Scientific Basis

The Principle of Energetic Continuity  Nove/ (DAOverse). Biological forces form a continnons spectrum, not discrete
categories

Consistent with holographic principle and AdS | CET; entropy bookkeeping

across dimensions

The Bulk Compensation Principle
(Theorem II)

The Corporeal Force Biomechanics; muscle physiology; conventional kinetics

The Inner Vigour (Qi) Qi | Chi | Ki (martial-philosophical traditions); here given physical basis via
Roa

The Art of Roa "Magic" in folk nsage; reclassified as applied extradimensional physics

The Liminal Arts Cross-disciplinary advanced applications at existential thresholds

The Roa Infusion Model Novel (DAOverse). Mechanism by which Roa amplifies biological processes

Bond Reinforcement Molecular bond strengthening via extradimensional energy input
Catalytic Acceleration Enzyme kinetics enhancement; activation energy reduction via Roa
Neural Enhancement Quantum coberence amplification in neural tissue
The Triple Bond (ATP) Adenosine Triphosphate — primary cellular energy carrier

Vital Baseline Mininum Roa sustained by biological micro-rifts to maintain life

B. The Schools of the Art of Roa

Alchemist's Term Other Tradition / Scientific Basis

Earth / Water / Wind / Fire (ancient)  Solid / Liquid | Gas | Plasma (states of matter)

The Discipline of Radiance

Light / Darkness / Lightning /
Magnetism

The Discipline of Binding
Healing / Fortification

The Discipline of Unmaking
Decay / Corruption / Distuption
The Discipline of Weight

Gravitation / Spatial Distortion /
Temporal Dilation

Transmutation of Atom / Ether /
Athem

C. The Liminal Arts

Electromagnetic force manipulation

EM sub-disciplines: photon emission | absorption | discharge / field

manipulation

Strong nuclear force manipulation

Bond restoration | material hardening via strong-force reinforcement
Weak nuclear force manipulation

Accelerated decay | quark flavor change | nncontrolled energy release
Gravitational force manipulation

Curvature modification | non-mass anomalies | relativistic time effects

Nuclear transmutation | dark matter redistribution | dark energy state
conversion



Alchemist's Term

Other Tradition / Scientific Basis

Thanaturgy (Discipline of the
Threshold)

Tissue Preservation

Simple Reanimation

Complex Reanimation

True Resurrection

The Veil (Discipline of Perception)
Photon Interception

Acoustic Manipulation

Direct Neural Injection

The Far Sight (Discipline of
Perception)

Roa Sensing
Entangled Perception

Bulk Sounding

Necromancy in folk traditions; bere: forced micro-rift re-establishment in dead
tissue

Halting molecular decay via Binding; prevents Roa residue dissipation
Motor-nerve reactivation + forced micro-rifis; puppet-like animation

Full nenral reactivation + sustained artificial micro-rifts; apparent cognition
Theoretical: restoration of self-sustaining biological micro-rifts (never observed)
Lilusion magic in folk traditions; bere: targeted perception manipulation
Precision EM sculpting to present false visual information to observers

Sound falsification via gas/ pressure manipulation + auditory nerve disruption
Roa injection into observer's neural tissue to override sensory processing

Divination | clairvoyance in folk traditions; here: extradimensional perception

Direct perception of micro-rift signatures; basic power-level detection
Non-local information extraction via Roa-biased entangled particle readout

Gravitational echolocation through extra dimensions; apparent precognition



