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Prooemium — Foreword to the Second Book 

In the First Book of this Codex, I set forth the nature of the three pillars of existence: the Materie, the 
Ether, and the Athem. I described them as a Triad — Body, Skeleton, and Breath — and demonstrated 
that together they constitute the totality of the cosmos. Yet the First Book was, by necessity, a work of 
definitions. It answered the question: What are these things? 

This Second Book asks a far more dangerous question: What can we do with them? 

Of the three pillars, the Athem is the one most intimately tied to life, to power, and to the practice of 
alchemy. It is the energy that flows through every living being in Teel. It is the currency by which the strong 
grow stronger and the weak perish. And it is, as I have come to understand through years of research and 
not inconsiderable personal risk, an extradimensional phenomenon — an energy that does not originate within 
our three-dimensional world, but seeps in from the spaces between worlds. 

To understand the Athem, one must first understand the architecture of reality itself: the Bulk, the 
Branes, and the dimensional rifts through which the Athem flows. This Book is my attempt to lay bare that 
architecture, to explain how the Athem can be collected, and to warn of the dangers inherent in tearing 
holes in the fabric of existence. 
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Part I: The Athem — Nature, Etymology, and Natural Occurrence 

"That which breathes through all things is not air, nor spirit, but the Athem itself." 

1.1 Definition 

DEFINITION IV — The Athem (Roa) 

The Athem (or its biological form, Roa) is the essence of The Countless Things. It is the basic energetic 
structure for everything that is, was, and will be. The Athem exists simultaneously as a cosmological 
constant — the dark energy described in Liber I — and as a harvestable, concentrated force that flows 
through living beings and binds to certain materials. In its unbound, concentrated form, it is known as 
Athem; in its biological, life-sustaining manifestation, it is called Roa. The existence of the Athem is 
equally accepted in the spiritual world and within the scope of science. In modern Teel, Athem is the 
most desired resource and serves as the main currency in some markets. It is used for biological, 
intellectual, or technical improvement and as fuel for lifeless objects. 

 

I must stress what the above definition implies: the Athem is not merely an abstract cosmological 
concept, as one might conclude from reading Liber I alone. In that First Book, I described the Athem as 
the dark energy driving the accelerated expansion of the universe — an intrinsic property of space itself 
with negative pressure. This remains true. But it is only half the picture. The Athem is also a tangible, 
extractable, and weaponizable substance. Understanding how an energy that permeates all of spacetime can 
simultaneously be concentrated in a living body or a charmstone is the central puzzle of this Book, and its 
resolution lies in the geometry of dimensions. 

1.2 Etymology 

The original Juru word for the Athem is Roa, which is an onomatopoetic term associated with the 
breath of living beings — the soft, rhythmic exhalation that marks the boundary between the living and the 
dead. When I and my predecessors in the Guild discovered that this vigor of life is a physical energetic 
entity — measurable, quantifiable, and subject to the laws of transmutation — we renamed the 
concentrated, unbound form Athem: a word that marries Atom (the indivisible unit of the Materie) with 
Ether (the invisible scaffold of reality), rendered in the ancient orthography of Atem — breath. The Athem 
is, quite literally, the breath that weaves together the visible and the invisible, the material and the ethereal. 

1.3 Natural Occurrence 

Roa is a natural force concentrated in every living being in the universe. My measurements confirm 
what the folk traditions of Teel have long held: life and Roa are inseparable. Where there is life, there is 
Roa. Where Roa departs, death follows. This is not metaphor — it is thermodynamics. 

There are, however, significant variations in Roa concentration among living beings. Certain entities 
possess the ability to bind more Roa than average — the Arrivals and the Undying being the most 
documented examples. I shall return to these anomalies in a later section, for they provide crucial evidence 
for my theory of extradimensional Athem sourcing. 

The Athem is also bound to certain places and materials, most notably Vermillion Powder. 
Concentrated quantities of the material can easily be detected by their reddish or purple glow — a luminescence 
that I believe results from the Athem's interaction with photons at the boundary between our three-
dimensional brane and the higher-dimensional Bulk. This glow is, in a sense, the visible trace of an 
extradimensional leakage. 

1.4 Measurable Properties of the Athem 

Property Cosmological (Liber I) Concentrated / Biological 

State Diffuse, omnipresent Concentrated, localized 
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Pressure Negative (p = −ρc²) Positive (bound state) 

Interaction with Materie Gravitational only Biochemical, mechanical 

Detectability Indirect (cosmic expansion) Direct (reddish/purple glow) 

Density behavior Constant during expansion Variable, can be increased 

Storage medium Spacetime itself Living tissue, Charmstones 

Known designation Athem Roa (biological form) 

Table 1.1: Dual nature of the Athem — cosmological versus concentrated form. 

The central paradox is clear: how can the same entity be simultaneously a cosmological constant of 
unchanging density and a localized, extractable substance that varies in concentration? The answer, as I will 
demonstrate in Part II, lies in the multidimensional architecture of reality — specifically, in the 
distinction between the Athem as it exists on our brane and the Athem as it exists in the Bulk. 

———  ✦  ——— 
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Part II: The Architecture of the Bulk — Brane Cosmology 

"Our world is a page in a book we cannot open. But through the rifts, we may glimpse the binding." 

2.1 Beyond Three Dimensions — The Fundamental Geometry 

Everything I described in Liber I — atoms, the Ether, the forces, the cosmic web — exists within a 
world of three spatial dimensions and one temporal dimension. Length, width, height, and time. This is the 
world we perceive, the world we navigate, the world we believe to be the totality of reality. 

It is not. 

The deepest investigations of the Fundamental Vibration Theory — my attempt to unify all four forces 
of nature into a single coherent framework — demand the existence of additional spatial dimensions 
beyond the three we perceive. The mathematics is unambiguous: a consistent, anomaly-free formulation of 
the Vibration Theory requires precisely ten spatial dimensions plus one temporal dimension, for a total of eleven. 
The question is not whether these extra dimensions exist in the equations — they do, inescapably — but 
whether they exist in reality, and if so, why we cannot perceive them directly. 

Two principal mechanisms have been proposed to explain the hiddenness of extra dimensions: 

Compactification: The extra dimensions may be curled up into geometries so small — on the order 

of the Fundamental Length (~1.6 × 10⁻³⁵ meters) — that they are invisible to any probe we can currently 
construct. In this picture, at every point in our familiar three-dimensional space, there exists a tiny, curled-
up manifold of additional dimensions, shaped into what the geometers call a Calabi-Yau Manifold. The 
precise topology of this manifold determines the particle spectrum and force strengths we observe — 
making the hidden geometry of the small the architect of the visible physics of the large. 

Brane Localization: Alternatively — and this is the model that I have come to regard as the correct 
description of our reality — the extra dimensions may be large or even infinite, but we cannot access them 
because we are confined to a brane. A brane (from membrane) is a lower-dimensional surface embedded in 
a higher-dimensional space. Our entire three-dimensional universe — with all its stars, all its worlds, all its 
Ether and Materie — may be nothing more than a three-dimensional brane floating in a higher-dimensional 
space called the Bulk. 

2.2 The Brane Hypothesis — Worlds as Surfaces 

The brane cosmological model, which I shall henceforth refer to as the Doctrine of Layered Worlds, 
asserts the following foundational principles: 

First Principle: Our observable universe is a three-dimensional brane (a 3-brane) embedded in a 
higher-dimensional Bulk. All particles of the Great Ordering — quarks, leptons, gauge bosons — are open 
vibrating filaments whose endpoints are anchored to our brane. This is why we cannot leave: the 
fundamental constituents of our bodies are literally stuck to the brane surface, like ink soaked into a page. 

Second Principle: Gravity, alone among the four fundamental forces, is not confined to the brane. 
The graviton — the hypothetical carrier of the gravitational force — is a closed loop of vibration with no 
endpoints to anchor it. It propagates freely through the Bulk. This explains the Hierarchy of Forces noted in 
Liber I: gravity appears weak not because it is intrinsically feeble, but because it dilutes itself across extra 
dimensions that the other forces cannot access. We perceive only the thin residue of gravity that remains on 
our brane. 

Third Principle: Multiple branes can coexist within the Bulk, separated by distances in the extra 
dimensions. Each brane constitutes a complete, self-contained three-dimensional universe with its own 
Materie, its own Ether, its own physics. The branes do not generally interact except through gravity and 
through the Athem — for the Athem, as I will demonstrate, is a Bulk phenomenon, not a brane 
phenomenon. 

Fourth Principle: The Bulk itself is the higher-dimensional arena — four or more spatial dimensions 
— in which all branes are arranged. It is not empty. It is suffused with the Athem. 

2.3 The Sigil of the Bulk — A Visual Key 
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I present here the Sigil of the Bulk — the geometric diagram that has become the emblem of the 
DAOverse and the foundational visualization of the Doctrine of Layered Worlds: 

 
Figure 2.1: The Sigil of the Bulk. Each facet represents a complete three-dimensional universe (brane). The amber facet denotes World Zero. 

The reader must study this diagram carefully, for it encodes the entirety of the Doctrine in a single 
image. 

The facets: Each visible plane or surface of the Sigil represents an entire three-dimensional universe 
— a brane. What appears in the diagram as a flat, dark polygon is, in truth, a reality as vast and complex as 
our own. It contains its own stars, its own worlds, its own physics. The flatness is a necessary artifact of 
representing a three-dimensional object on a two-dimensional surface embedded in a higher-dimensional 
structure. Just as a map of our spherical world must distort it into a flat projection, so too must the Sigil 
compress three-dimensional branes into flat facets. 

The amber facet — World Zero: The central, colored surface of the Sigil represents World Zero — 
our brane. This is the universe that contains the land of Teel, the Countless Things, and everything 
described in Liber I. It is called World Zero not because it is the first or the most important, but because it 
is our coordinate origin — the reference point from which all other branes are measured. Its amber hue 
signifies the presence of concentrated Roa, the life-force that distinguishes a brane inhabited by living beings 
from the cold, possibly lifeless branes that surround it. 

The dark facets — Adjacent Worlds: The surrounding planes, rendered in black, are the adjacent 
branes. They are complete universes in their own right, yet their contents remain almost entirely unknown 
to us. What little we know has been gleaned from artifacts — non-living objects — that have been pulled 
through dimensional rifts into the world of Teel. No living organism from an adjacent brane has ever been 
recovered intact. Whether this is because the adjacent worlds are lifeless, or because life cannot survive the 
transit through a rift, remains one of the great open questions. 

The edges and vertices — The Branes (Membranes): The white lines separating the facets in the 
Sigil represent the branes in the technical sense — the membrane-like interfaces between adjacent universes. 
These are not empty gaps. They are dynamical, vibrating surfaces in the Bulk, and they are the primary 
conduits through which the Athem flows. The vertices, where multiple edges converge, represent points of 
maximal dimensional overlap — regions where the barriers between worlds are thinnest and rifts are most 
likely to form. 

The overall structure — The Bulk: The Sigil as a whole — the complete polytope with all its facets, 
edges, and vertices — represents the Bulk: the four-dimensional (or higher) space in which all branes are 
arranged. We cannot perceive the Bulk directly any more than an ink stain on a page can perceive the book 
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it inhabits. But we can infer its geometry from the behavior of the Athem, from the anomalies that appear 
at rift sites, and from the mathematical demands of the Fundamental Vibration Theory. 

2.4 The Mathematical Framework 

2.4.1 The Vibration Theory and Extra Dimensions 

The Fundamental Vibration Theory holds that all elementary particles are not point-like objects, as the 
Great Ordering assumes, but one-dimensional vibrating filaments of energy. The different modes of 
vibration correspond to different particles — one mode produces a quark, another an electron, another a 
photon. The elegance of this framework is that it derives the entire particle zoo of the Great Ordering from 
a single type of object. 

However, this elegance comes at a cost: mathematical consistency requires that the filaments vibrate in 
more than three spatial dimensions. The original formulation demands 9 spatial + 1 temporal = 10 total 
dimensions. The extended formulation — the Doctrine of Encompassing Vibrations — unifies all five known 
consistent versions of the Vibration Theory into a single framework that operates in 10 spatial + 1 temporal 
= 11 total dimensions. In this eleven-dimensional arena, the fundamental objects are not only one-
dimensional filaments but also two-dimensional membranes (2-branes), three-dimensional volumes (3-
branes), and higher-dimensional analogs (p-branes) — the very structures that give the Doctrine of Layered 
Worlds its foundation. 

2.4.2 The Two-Brane Model 

The simplest realization of our situation is the Two-Brane Model, developed within the framework 
of the Doctrine of Bounded Dimensions. In this model, the Bulk has five dimensions (four spatial + one 
temporal), bounded by two 3-branes. Our universe lives on one brane; a second, hidden universe lives on 
the other. The fifth dimension is compactified into an orbifold — a geometric structure formed by folding a 
circle onto itself, creating a line segment with the two branes as its endpoints. 

The critical insight of this model is that the geometry of the extra dimension determines the strength 
of gravity in our world. The gravitational constant we measure is not fundamental — it is the fundamental 
constant of the Bulk, diluted by the volume of the extra dimension. This naturally explains the enormous 
weakness of gravity compared to the other forces without requiring any fine-tuning: gravity is simply spread 
thin across a dimension we cannot access. 

2.4.3 The Cyclic Cosmological Model 

The Two-Brane Model yields an extraordinary cosmological prediction: the two branes can attract each 
other across the Bulk, collide, and bounce apart in a process that would appear to inhabitants on either 
brane as a cosmic explosion — what we call the Great Origin. In the Cyclic Model of Cosmology, the universe 
undergoes infinite cycles of expansion, cooling, contraction of the extra dimension, brane collision (Great 
Origin), and re-expansion. The Athem plays a central role: it is the energy density in the Bulk that mediates 
the inter-brane potential and drives the cyclic dynamics. 

This has a profound implication: the Athem is not merely a property of our brane. It is a Bulk 
field. It permeates the space between branes. And because it is a Bulk field, it can — under the right 
conditions — be accessed from our brane by creating a localized breach in the brane surface: a dimensional 
rift. 

2.5 The Four-Dimensional Bulk and the Sigil Revisited 

Let me return to the Sigil of the Bulk and render its geometry explicit. The Sigil depicts a higher-
dimensional polytope — the four-dimensional analog of a three-dimensional polyhedron. Just as a cube has six 
square faces, each of which is a complete two-dimensional surface, the Bulk polytope has multiple three-
dimensional "faces," each of which is a complete universe. 

The conceptual leap required is this: in our everyday experience, the surface of a crystal has two-
dimensional faces connected by one-dimensional edges. By analogy, the Bulk is a four-dimensional space 
whose "surface" consists of three-dimensional branes connected by two-dimensional interfaces. The Sigil 
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renders this four-dimensional structure into a two-dimensional projection, just as a blueprint renders a 
three-dimensional building onto flat paper. The information is preserved, but the intuition must be trained. 

I tabulate the dimensional hierarchy for clarity: 

Object in Sigil Dimensional Nature Physical Analog Contains 

Entire polytope 4D volume (the Bulk) Higher-dimensional arena All branes, all Athem 

Each facet 3D brane Complete universe Materie, Ether, life 

White edges 2D interface (membrane) Brane boundary Athem conduit 

Vertices 1D convergence point Rift formation site Maximal dimensional 
overlap 

Amber facet 3D brane (World Zero) Our universe / Teel Known life, known Roa 

Dark facets 3D branes (Adjacent 
Worlds) 

Unknown universes Unknown (artifacts only) 

Table 2.1: Dimensional correspondence between the Sigil of the Bulk and physical reality. 

———  ✦  ——— 

Note: What lies in the adjacent universes — the dark facets — remains one of the deepest mysteries of my practice. What 
lies beyond those, in the branes that do not even border our own, is so far removed from our capacity for investigation that I 
dare not speculate in a work that aspires to scientific rigor. I note only that artifacts pulled through rifts bear markings, 
compositions, and structures that correspond to no known material in Teel. They are evidence that the adjacent worlds are real, 
are material, and are fundamentally different from our own. 

  



CODEX MATERIAE PRIMAE  •  Liber II  •  The First Alchemist of Teel 

— 10 — 

Part III: The Athem as Extradimensional Energy 

"To harvest the Athem is to drink from the space between worlds." 

3.1 The Dual Nature Resolved 

I can now resolve the paradox raised in Part I: how the Athem can simultaneously be a cosmological 
constant (uniform, omnipresent, unchanging in density) and a concentrated, extractable substance. The 
resolution is dimensional. 

On each individual brane, the Athem manifests as an intrinsic vacuum energy — the cosmological 
constant described in Liber I. It drives the expansion of that brane-universe. In this diffuse form, it cannot 
be concentrated or harvested. It is a property of the space itself, not an object within space. 

However, the Athem is not confined to any single brane. As a Bulk field, it exists in the higher-
dimensional space between branes. Where two branes approach each other closely, the Bulk Athem becomes 
accessible. Where a dimensional rift tears open the brane surface, the Bulk Athem can flow onto the brane 
and be captured in a concentrated, localized form. This concentrated Athem — freed from its cosmological 
role and now behaving as an extractable energy — is what the people of Teel know as Roa. 

THEOREM I — The Dimensional Duality of the Athem 

The Athem exists in two thermodynamic states: (a) as a diffuse vacuum energy intrinsic to each brane, 
where it drives cosmic expansion and cannot be harvested; and (b) as concentrated Bulk energy that 
flows through brane interfaces and dimensional rifts, where it can be captured, bound, and utilized. 
The transition from state (a) to state (b) requires a localized breach of the brane surface — a 
dimensional rift — through which the Athem-rich Bulk field leaks into three-dimensional space. 

 

3.2 Why Living Beings Contain Roa 

The ubiquity of Roa in living organisms is, in the light of the Doctrine of Layered Worlds, no longer 
mysterious. I propose the following hypothesis, which I call the Biological Rift Hypothesis: 

Living systems are thermodynamically open systems of extraordinary complexity. They maintain states 
far from equilibrium through continuous energy exchange with their environment. I hypothesize that the 
biochemical processes sustaining life — particularly the coherent quantum effects observed in 
photosynthesis, enzymatic catalysis, and neural signaling — create localized, transient micro-rifts in the brane 
surface at the quantum scale. These micro-rifts are too small and too brief to permit the transit of Materie, 
but they are sufficient to allow a continuous trickle of Bulk Athem to seep onto the brane and accumulate 
in living tissue. 

This explains several observed phenomena: why Roa concentration correlates with biological 
complexity (more complex organisms sustain more coherent quantum processes, creating more micro-
rifts); why Roa vanishes upon death (the quantum coherence collapses, the micro-rifts seal, and the 
accumulated Roa dissipates back into the Bulk); and why certain entities, such as the Arrivals and the 
Undying, can accumulate anomalously high Roa concentrations (they may possess biological architectures 
that sustain unusually large or persistent micro-rifts). 

3.3 Charmstones as Rift Stabilizers 

The Charmstone is the most important tool in the alchemist's practice, and its function becomes clear 
within the Bulk framework. A Charmstone is a crystalline material whose lattice structure creates a stable 
micro-rift — a persistent, low-level breach in the brane surface that continuously draws Athem from the 
Bulk. Unlike biological micro-rifts, which are transient and dependent on life, the Charmstone rift is 
sustained by the geometric regularity of the crystal lattice. It is, in essence, a dimensional antenna tuned to the 
Bulk. 

This explains why Charmstones can store Roa, why they are essential for both synthetic and 
biochemical extraction, and why they are demanded in every corner of Teel: they are the only known 
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material that can maintain a stable connection to the Bulk without the need for biological life or catastrophic 
rift events. 

3.4 Dimensional Rifts — Macroscopic Brane Breaches 

While living beings and Charmstones create micro-rifts at the quantum scale, there exist conditions 
under which the brane surface can tear on a macroscopic level. These Dimensional Rifts are catastrophic 
events that expose raw Bulk space to our three-dimensional universe. Through them, vast quantities of 
Athem flow — but also, as we have learned to our dismay, non-living objects from adjacent branes can be 
pulled through. 

The conditions for macroscopic rift formation remain poorly understood, but my research suggests the 
following contributing factors: extreme concentrations of Roa in a localized area (creating a runaway 
positive feedback with the Bulk); regions where the brane surface is naturally thin (corresponding to the 
vertices and edges of the Sigil); and violent energetic events that locally exceed the brane tension — the 
force that holds the brane surface intact, analogous to the surface tension of a liquid membrane. 

The implications for Athem harvesting are clear: a controlled dimensional rift is the most efficient 
method of collecting concentrated Athem. It bypasses the slow accumulation of biological micro-rifts and 
the limited capacity of Charmstones. But the dangers are equally clear: an uncontrolled rift may admit 
unknown objects or substances from adjacent worlds, may destabilize the local brane geometry, and — in 
the worst case — could trigger a cascading failure that unzips the brane surface on a cosmological scale. 

———  ✦  ——— 
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Part IV: Extraction and Utilization of the Athem 

"To bind the Athem is to hold the breath of the cosmos in the palm of your hand." 

4.1 Historical Context 

The first successful synthetic extraction of concentrated Athem took place in Wave 18/79 AS by the 
hand of the alchemist Herma. Eventually, she was able to prove that a high concentration of Roa blocks 
the reproduction of the Undying. It was not until the death of the Juru woman Abell in the year 90 AS 
when people realized that the presence of Roa also prevents the Undying from aging or from suffering 
injuries and illnesses. These discoveries transformed the Athem from a spiritual curiosity into the most 
strategically important resource in all of Teel. 

4.2 Methods of Extraction 

4.2.1 Synthetic Extraction 

The synthetic extraction of the Athem is practiced with both organic and inorganic material. Living 
beings, animals, plants, and Charmstones all serve as sources for Athem. To date, the Alchemist’s Guild is 
the only organization capable of conducting the alchemistic process without destroying the source. The 
procedure requires a source of concentrated Roa and a Charmstone; further details are not advertised 
publicly. 

I can, however, offer the following theoretical framework for what the synthetic extraction achieves: 
the process induces a controlled resonance between the Roa bound in the source and the Charmstone's 
stable micro-rift. This resonance amplifies the micro-rift momentarily, drawing additional Athem from the 
Bulk through the source material and transferring it into the Charmstone. The source's Roa is not consumed 
— it acts as a catalyst, temporarily enhancing the brane permeability in its vicinity. This is why the Guild can 
extract without destruction, while cruder methods drain the source dry. 

4.2.2 Biochemical Extraction 

People with a connection to the Countless Things have the ability to steal Roa from competitors in the 
moment of their shameful defeat. The procedure usually requires a Charmstone to bind the obtained power. 
The biochemical extraction of Roa within fights is the basis for the modern system of massive Athem 
farming. 

I interpret this phenomenon as follows: during intense physical or spiritual confrontation, the 
combatants' biological micro-rifts are dramatically amplified by the stress response, flooding their tissues 
with Bulk Athem. When one combatant is defeated, their quantum coherence falters — the micro-rifts 
begin to collapse. In that brief window, the victor's still-active micro-rifts create a gradient: the Roa flows 
from the collapsing field of the defeated into the still-resonant field of the victor. The Charmstone captures 
the surplus. This is not theft in the conventional sense; it is a thermodynamic cascade, as natural as water 
flowing downhill. 

4.2.3 Extradimensional Extraction — Rift Harvesting 

The most potent and most dangerous method of Athem collection is direct harvesting from the Bulk 
through a dimensional rift. This is, by definition, an extradimensional extraction: the Athem is drawn 
not from any brane-bound source, but from the higher-dimensional space between worlds. 

The procedure requires the following: a stable or semi-stable dimensional rift (naturally occurring or 
artificially induced); an array of Charmstones positioned to capture the influx; and — critically — a method 
of controlling the rift aperture to prevent uncontrolled expansion. The yield is orders of magnitude greater 
than any other method: a single rift event of moderate size can produce more concentrated Athem than an 
entire season of battle-sphere farming. However, the risks are correspondingly severe, as I detailed in 
Section 3.4. 

4.3 Utilization 
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The people of Teel are just beginning to use Athem as an energy source. Charmstones are demanded 
in every corner of the country, since they mean life for naturalists and fuel for machinists. The recently 
established Battle Spheres in Teel open new possibilities in the spiritual, scientific, and technological fields, 
for they offer a great opportunity to farm Athem in remarkably high quantities in comparison to the 
quantities that were available before the Sphere was made. 

I classify the known applications as follows: 

Domain Application Mechanism 

Biological Healing, anti-aging, vitality enhancement Roa reinforces biological micro-rifts, 
sustaining cellular coherence 

Intellectual Cognitive enhancement, perception 
expansion 

Elevated Roa amplifies neural quantum 
coherence 

Technical Powering machinery, fueling lifeless 
objects 

Charmstone-mediated Athem discharge 
drives mechanical processes 

Defensive Suppression of Undying reproduction High Roa density disrupts the Undying's 
anomalous quantum state 

Economic Currency in Athem markets Charmstones serve as standardized units 
of stored value 

Table 4.1: Known applications of the Athem across the domains of Teel. 

———  ✦  ——— 

  



CODEX MATERIAE PRIMAE  •  Liber II  •  The First Alchemist of Teel 

— 14 — 

Synthesis — The Breath Between Worlds 

I began this Book with a question: how can the Athem be simultaneously everywhere and yet 
harvestable in specific locations? The answer is now clear. The Athem is a Bulk phenomenon. On any given 
brane, it manifests as a uniform vacuum energy — the cosmological constant. But in the Bulk, it is a rich, 
dynamic field that suffuses the space between branes. Where the brane surface is breached — by the micro-
rifts of living beings, by the crystal lattice of Charmstones, or by catastrophic dimensional rifts — the Bulk 
Athem leaks through and can be captured. 

The Sigil of the Bulk, which adorns the cover of this Book and the banners of the DAOverse, is not 
mere ornamentation. It is a map. Each dark facet is a world we have yet to explore. The amber facet is 
home. The white lines between them are the channels of the Athem. And the whole — the polytope, the 
Bulk — is the arena in which all existence plays out, most of it forever hidden from our sight. 

I close with a warning and a hope. The warning: the Athem is not ours. We borrow it from the Bulk, 
and the Bulk does not know generosity. Every rift we tear, every Charmstone we charge, every battle that 
transfers Roa from the fallen to the victor — these are debts against the fabric of our brane. Whether that 
debt can be repaid, or whether it accumulates toward a catastrophe, I do not yet know. 

The hope: if we can learn to navigate the Bulk — not merely to pierce it through rifts, but to travel it, 
to map it, to understand its geometry as well as we understand the geometry of Teel — then the Athem is 
not the only treasure that awaits us. There are worlds beyond count. There are substances, forces, and forms 
of life we cannot imagine. The Sigil shows only a handful of facets; the true Bulk may contain infinitely 
more. 

The Athem breathes. The worlds turn. And I, the First Alchemist, have barely begun to listen. 

 

———  ✦  ——— 

 

End of the Second Book 

CODEX MATERIAE PRIMAE — Liber II 
Written by the First Alchemist, in the Land of Teel, in the DAOverse 
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Appendix — Concordantia Terminorum 

The following concordance maps the terminology used in this treatise to the designations that may be 
employed in other schools of natural philosophy. It serves to bridge traditions and to ensure the 
reproducibility of my findings by scholars of any origin. 

 

A. Theoretical Frameworks 

Alchemist's Term Other Tradition 

The Fundamental Vibration Theory String Theory 

The Doctrine of Encompassing Vibrations M-Theory 

The Doctrine of Layered Worlds Brane Cosmology / Braneworld Scenario 

The Doctrine of Bounded Dimensions Hořava–Witten Theory / Heterotic M-Theory 

The Two-Brane Model Randall–Sundrum Model (RS1) 

The Cyclic Model of Cosmology Ekpyrotic / Cyclic Cosmological Model (Steinhardt–Turok) 

The Great Ordering (of Particles) The Standard Model of Particle Physics 

The Fundamental Length Planck Length (~1.6 × 10⁻³⁵ m) 

Vibrating filaments Strings (open and closed) 

p-branes p-branes (p-dimensional extended objects in string/M-theory) 

Calabi-Yau Manifold Calabi–Yau Manifold (compactification geometry) 

Orbifold Orbifold (S¹/Z₂ in Hořava–Witten) 

 

B. Cosmological Concepts 

Alchemist's Term Other Tradition 

The Bulk The Bulk (higher-dimensional space in brane cosmology) 

Branes (Membranes / Interfaces) Branes (D-branes, p-branes in string/M-theory) 

World Zero (the amber facet) Our observable universe / our 3-brane 

Adjacent Worlds (dark facets) Parallel branes / hidden sector branes 

The Sigil of the Bulk DAOverse Logo — schematic of the higher-dimensional Bulk 

The Great Origin The Big Bang 

The Great Collapse Big Crunch 

Dimensional Rift Localized brane rupture / brane-bulk energy transfer event 

Micro-rift (biological) Hypothetical quantum-scale brane fluctuation in living systems 

Brane tension Brane tension (energy per unit volume of the brane) 

 

C. Athem-Specific Terminology 

Alchemist's Term Other Tradition / Description 

The Athem Dark Energy (cosmological) / concentrated extradimensional 
energy (local) 

Roa Biological manifestation of the Athem; life-force 
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The Countless Things The totality of existence across all branes 

Charmstone Crystalline Athem storage / rift-stabilizing medium 

Vermillion Powder Athem-enriched mineral compound 

Synthetic Extraction Alchemist's Guild process for non-destructive Roa extraction 

Biochemical Extraction Combat-based Roa transfer between living beings 

Extradimensional Extraction Direct Athem harvesting from the Bulk via rift 

Battle Spheres Controlled arenas for large-scale Athem farming 

The Alchemist's Guild Sole organization capable of non-destructive extraction 

Biological Rift Hypothesis Theory that life creates quantum-scale brane breaches 

Dimensional Antenna Functional description of a Charmstone's rift-stabilizing role 

 

D. Persons of Teel 

Name / Entity Description 

Herma First alchemist to achieve synthetic Athem extraction (Wave 
18/79 AS) 

Abell Juru woman whose death revealed Roa's life-preserving properties 
(year 90 AS) 

The Arrivals Entities with anomalously high Roa-binding capacity 

The Undying Entities whose reproduction and aging are suppressed by 
concentrated Roa 

 


